LOBAR PNEUMONIA
After the April 14, 2005 Postoperative Complication Workshop, I talked to CIHI about coding Lobar Pneumonia (J18.1).      

Their answer:     If it is documented that the ‘entire/complete’ lobe is consolidated or effected, it would be considered lobar.      This could be in any one of the lobes (i.e. LLL, RML, etc).      In looking at the Workshop Chart on the High Resolution CT Scan, you will see there was near complete consolidation of the left lower lobe.    The earlier CT from 4 days earlier showed patchy areas only.
When pneumonia is only documented without this further extensive documentation, you can assume it is patchy involvement which would be J18.9. 

You, the Task Force Members,  have made a difference.    Because of this discussion, CIHI is going to update a query on the database so this issue will be clearer and will also include something in the Standards for next year.           WAY TO GO TEAM!!

