March 8, 2004

RE:
CODING QUALITY
Coding Team:

WE NEED YOU!!  Coding Quality seems to be the main topic of conversation these days.       A ‘Coding Quality Task Force’ has been formed in our region to work on improving the quality of the data that is being submitted.      

It is important that we leave our desks and get together to conquer this very important task.     CIHI has worked very hard with the World Health Organization (WHO) to give us Standards to follow.      It has been stressed that the data we are collecting goes into an International Database and how important it is to collect the information according to these uniform Standards. 

Who is the ‘Coding Quality Task Force’?.      It is YOU!    All Health Records Professionals interested in creating a forum in our region for the opportunity to discuss coding quality issues.   This will develop consistency among coders themselves and with peer hospitals.    An Organizational Committee has been formed to bring this forum together on a biannual basis.     This is being done across Canada and many of you may be familiar with the CQI sessions that are held in Toronto.    

We have also sent a letter to your Manager explaining our above intentions but as you and your co-workers are doing the data collection, we would like a second contact in your department to also pass this information along.     

On April 28th, we are planning to have a KickOff in London.    This first session will include speakers from the Ministry (MOHLTC), CHIMA, CIHI, OHRA (OHIMA) who will share their Data Quality /Coding concerns.    We would like to invite all of your coding staff and your manager to attend if possible.    
At this session, the “Coding Quality Task Force’ Organizational Committee would like to share ideas for bringing our region together twice a year (Spring and Fall) for a workshop to address coding concerns and issues that we may all be experiencing.   The outcome of chart reviews done in the workshops will be sent to CIHI to substantiate coding selection.
Again, we encourage you and your peers to participate in our KickOff session and workshops to help build our region to be tops in Coding Quality in Ontario.
. 

Looking forward to seeing you on the 28th.     
Coding Quality Task Force Committee
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any one from the Organizational  Committee.
Deb Tetreault - Chair
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