Post-Procedural Signs and Symptoms In effect 2003
Signs or symptoms should only be classified as postprocedural conditions when the

Physician’s documentation indicates any of the following:

They are still present at discharge.

They persist postprocedurally for at least 96 hours.

A more precise diagnosis has not been identified as the cause of the 

       post-procedural sign or symptom.

That the symptom is due to or a direct result of the procedure.

Signs and symptoms codes are classified as a Diagnosis Type (3) unless they meet the above criteria and then they are a Diagnosis Type (2)

Assign a diagnosis type 2 to the symptom code (no ‘T’ code or end of chapter code) and select an appropriate external cause code to identify the persistent postprocedural condition.

This can be found in the Canadian Coding Standards/2005 –  under Chapter XIX, Post-Procedural Signs and Symptoms
Some parts of this page were left out, please refer to the Standards for complete detail.     The parts in blue have been added by the Coding Quality Task Force Committee.

