Steps of follow:

1) Look up condition in the index, searching for the following sub-terms:

‘postoperative’

‘surgery’

‘procedur*’
‘postprocedural’

2) If there are no hits on these sub-terms, look up synonyms for the condition, searching for the same sub-terms listed above.

3) If there are no hits from these sub-terms, look up the lead term ‘complications’ with appropriate sub-terms describing the condition.
4) If there are no sub-terms, go to the end of the chapter for that condition to

post procedural conditions.      As you do know the condition, you would choose 

specified ^^^^.8
5) As a last resort, proceed to flowchart in the Canadian Coding Standards 2005/page 200.
This bottom portion is from the Canadian Coding Standards 2005 / page 195
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1. When selecting codes for complications that are qualified as being postsurgical,

postoperative or postprocedural, the index look-up is the first step.
2. Whenever a complication of a procedure is not indexed or is not a synonym of an

inclusion or indexed term, proceed as follows:

Code to T80-T88:
- early complications of medical procedure,
- mechanical complications.

Code to the appropriate system chapter
- late complications
- functional complication
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