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Health Information Management Communities of Practice 

__________________________________________________________________
The Health Results Team for Information Management (HRT-IM), in collaboration with the Canadian Health Information Management Association (CHIMA) and the Ontario Health Information Management Association (OHIMA), is excited to launch a Community of Practice for all Health Information Management professionals in Ontario.  

What is a Community of Practice?  The Communities of Practice is a web-based, interactive tool developed to support provincial data quality initiatives.
What is the purpose of the Communities of Practice?    The Communities of Practice provide a forum for meaningful discussion on health information management topics suggested by the members.  As well, these communities allow for sharing of materials, provide links to relevant websites, and support efforts for a consistent provincial approach on health data management 
issues.
Who can join a Community of Practice?  Participation in Communities of Practice is voluntary and based on your interest, and participation in different HIM committees. CoP will be of particular value to the Local Data Management Partnerships (LDMP), and members of the Health Information Management Advisory Committee (HIMAC), Data Consistency Working Group (DCWG), and Community Care Access Centre HIM Council (CCAC HIM). 

All Health Information Professionals are encouraged to join at least one CoP to participate in this opportunity to stay current with all of the developments in information management within Ontario. 

Why are Communities of Practice important? A number of studies have been released that highlight the variation in acute, inpatient clinical data in the province.  This variation affects hospital funding, resource allocation, research, accountability and ultimately the quality of patient care.  Communities of Practice facilitate knowledge transfer within the Health Information Management environment, supports professional development, and the standardization of data through sharing common practices.

