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Health Information Management
Professional Practice eLearning and Assessment Tool
__________________________________________________________________
The Health Results Team for Information Management (HRT-IM), in collaboration with the Canadian Health Information Management Association (CHIMA) and the Ontario Health Information Management Association (OHIMA), is excited to launch a Professional Practice eLearning and Assessment Tool (PPeAT).  The tool is based on an identified need to ensure coding competency of Health Information Management professionals in Ontario.
What is the purpose of the eLearning and Assessment Tool? This web based tool will provide targeted education and assessment of coding skills and knowledge at a core competency level to all hospital information management professionals submitting data to the acute inpatient, day surgery and emergency care databases at the Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI).    
How is the assessment structured?   There are nine (9) modules each with two components:  a learning component; and an assessment. The learning component is a refresher of ICD 10 CA/CCI coding concepts and standards and can be accessed as many times as a user would like.  The assessment within each module is available only once and is timed.  At the end of the assessment, the coder is provided their score.  It is important to note that there is no ‘pass/fail’ – it is a score only.  Each module is expected to take an hour in total.
How will the results be used?  The aggregate results of PPeAT will be used by the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care to identify education opportunities at a module, facility, LHIN and provincial level.  Individual results will be known to the coder only; any other reports will provide aggregate level results only.    
When will the assessments be offered?    There is a three (3) month timeframe from August 2006 to October 2006 for coding professionals to complete the modules.

Why is this tool necessary? A number of studies have been released that highlight the variation in acute, inpatient clinical data in the province.  This variation affects hospital funding, resource allocation, research, accountability and ultimately the quality of patient care.  These tools will help to highlight specific opportunities for improvement in health information management education and the application of national coding standards.

